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WELCOME 
 

We welcome you to Saint John’s Church this afternoon, 
especially those visiting for the first time, and are happy 
that you have chosen to worship with us. If you do not 

have a parish home we welcome you to join us for 
worship on Sundays and Holy Days: Sundays: Low Mass 

at 8:00 am; Sung Mass at 10:30 am: Wednesdays at 7:30 
pm 

Holy Days as announced. 
 



 

Saint John’s Church 
Passaic, New Jersey 

Lessons and Carols 
 

ENTRANCE Es ist ein’ Ros’ (Hymn №. 81) 
 Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
  
MATIN RESPONSORY (Choir) Palestrina (c. 1525-1594) 
 
V.  I look from afar:  
R.  And lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the  
 whole earth.  
V.  Go ye out to meet him and say: 
R.  Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people  
 Israel? 
V.  High and low, rich and poor, one with another, 
R.   Go ye out to meet him and say: 
V.  Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a  
 sheep. 
R.  Tell us, art thou he that should come?  
V.  Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come  

R.  To reign over thy people Israel. 

 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 
V.  I look from afar:  
R.  And lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the  
 whole earth.  
V.  Go ye out to meet him and say: 
R.  Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people  
 Israel? 

 
ORGAN Improvisation 
 
BIDDING PRAYER 
 
Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight 
to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart 
and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger. 



 
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of 
God, from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious 
Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the 
yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and 
goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for 
which he died, and especially in this country and within this city. 

 
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time 
remember in his name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the 
oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the 
aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or 
who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 
Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all 
those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, 
that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word 
made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, 
in the words which Christ himself hath taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven… and deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of 
everlasting life; and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King 
of Angels bring us all. Amen. 

 
LESSON 1 Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25 

God creates man and woman to live in obedience to Him. 
 

CAROL (Choir)  Arr. by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 The Truth from above 
1. This is the truth sent from above, the truth of God, the God of love, therefore 
don’t turn me from your door, but hearken all both rich and poor. 2. The first thing 
which I do relate is that God did man create; the next thing which to you I’ll tell 
woman was made with man to dwell. 3. Thus we were heirs to endless woes, till 
God the Lord did interpose; and so a promise soon did run that he would redeem 
us by his Son. 4. And at that season of the year our blest Redeemer did appear; He 
here did live, and here did preach, and many thousands he did teach. 5. Thus he 



in love to us behaved, to show us how we must be saved; and if you want to know 
the way, be pleased to hear what he did say. 

 
 
LESSON 2 Genesis 3:1-15 

Adam and Eve rebel against God. 

 
CAROL (Choir)  Peter Warlock (1894-1930) 
 Adam Lay Ybounden 
Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter thought he not 
too long. And all was for an apple, an apple that he took. As clerkes finden written 
in their book. Ne had the apple, the apple taken been, Ne had never our ladie a 
been heav’ne queen. Blessed be the time that apple taken was, Therefore we moun 
singen. Deo gratias! 
 

LESSON 3 Isaiah 11:1-9 
The spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 

 
HYMN 61 Wachet auf 

 
LESSON 4 Isaiah 40:1-11 

The Prophet proclaims good news to a people in exile. 
 

HYMN 67 Psalm 42 

 
LESSON 5 Baruch 4:36-5:1, 5, 9 

The scribe urges people to look East because salvation is at hand. 

 
CAROL  Carol of the Advent: People Look East Besançon 

 
 (The Congregation remains seated until the last verse.) 
(Choir only) 1. People look East. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able. Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look East, and sing today: Love the Guest is on the way. 
 
(Choir only) 2. Furrows, be glad, though earth is bare. One more seed is 
planted there: Give up your strength the seed to nourish that in course the 
flower may flourish. People, look East, and sing today: Love the Rose is on 
the way. 

 



(Choir only) 3. Stars, keep the watch when night is dim. One more light the 
bowl shall brim. Shining beyond the frosty weather. Bright as sun and moon 
together. People, look East, and sing today: Love the Star is on the way. 
 

 (All stand and sing) 
4. Angels, announce on this great feast  
Him who cometh from the East.  
Set every peak and valley humming  
with the word, the Lord is coming.  
People, look East, and sing today:  
Love the Lord is on the way. 

 
LESSON 6 Isaiah 7:10-15 

God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as  
“God with us.” 

ORGAN SOLO Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
 Hymn №. 54), J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
LESSON 7 Micah 5:2-4 

The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem. 

 
HYMN 56 (vv. 1-4) Veni, veni, Emmanuel 

 
LESSON 8 Zephaniah 3:14-18 

The Lord will be among us; we are summoned to rejoice and sing. 

 
HYMN 56 (vv. 5-8) Veni, veni, Emmanuel 

 
LESSON 9 Luke 1:26-38 

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Blessed Virgin Mary that she will 
bear the Son of the Most High. 

 
HYMN 265  Gabriel’s Message 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help 
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

HYMN 57 Helmsley 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction 
 

The People kneel as the tabernacle is opened and the bells are rung. 
 
O Salutaris Hostia  
 
  O Saving Victim opening wide, 
   The gate of Heaven to man below, 
  Our foes press on from every side, 
   Thine aid supply, Thy strength bestow. 
 
 All praise and thanks to Thee ascend, 
  For evermore, blest One in Three, 
 O grant us life that shall not end 
  In our true native land with Thee.  Amen. 
 

A period of silence is kept, intercessions follow, and then the choir sings: 
 
Tantum Ergo    
 
 (trans) Therefore we, before Him bending, 
  This great Sacrament revere; 
 Types and shadows have their ending, 
  For the newer rite is here; 
 Faith, our outward sense befriending, 
  Makes our inward vision clear. 
 
 Glory let us give and blessing 
  To the Father and the Son, 
 Honor, thanks and praise addressing, 
  While eternal ages run; 
 Ever too His love confessing, 
  Who from both with both is One. Amen. 

 

 Priest: Thou gavest them bread from heaven.  
 People: Containing within itself all sweetness.  
 Priest: Let us pray. 



  O God, who in a wonderful Sacrament hast left 
unto us a memorial of thy Passion: Grant us, we beseech thee, so to 
venerate the sacred mysteries of thy Body and Blood, that we may 
ever perceive within ourselves the fruit of thy redemption.  Who 
liveth and reigneth, world without end.  Amen. 

 
 

THE DIVINE PRAISES 
 
 Blessed be God. 
 Blessed be His Holy Name. 
 Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man. 
 Blessed be the Name of Jesus. 
 Blessed be His most Sacred Heart. 
 Blessed be His Most Precious Blood. 
 Blessed be Jesus in the most holy Sacrament of the Altar. 
 Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. 
 Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy. 
 Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception. 
 Blessed be her Glorious Assumption. 
 Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother. 
 Blessed be Saint Joseph, her most chaste spouse. 
 Blessed be God in His Angels and in His Saints. 
 
 Priest: May Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament be 
praised, adored and loved with grateful affection at every moment 
in all the tabernacles of the world even to the end of time.  Amen. 
 
As soon as the Priest or Deacon has replaced the Blessed Sacrament in the 
tabernacle, the bells are rung and all stand. 
 

(Choir) Ant: Let us forever adore the most Holy Sacrament. 
 

Laudate Dominum (Psalm 117)  
 Arr. Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) 
 

O praise the Lord, all ye nations: Praise Him all ye peoples; 
For His merciful kindness is ever more and more t’ward us. 
And the truth of the Lord endureth forever. Praise the Lord. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 
World without end. Amen. 



 

(Choir) Ant: Let us forever adore the most Holy Sacrament. 

 

HYMN  Puer nobis 
(All) 1. Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, 
And manifest thy virgin birth; 
Let ev’ry age adoring fall; 
Such birth befits the God of all. 
 
(Choir only) 2. Begotten of no human will, 
But of the Spirit, thou art still 
The Word of God in flesh arrayed, 
The promised fruit to man displayed. 
 
(Choir only) 3. The virgin womb that burden gained 
With virgin honour all unstained; 
The banners there of virtue glow; 
God in his temple dwells below. 
 
 
(All) 4. Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 
And darkness breathe a newer light, 
Where endless faith shall shine serene, 
And twilight never intervene. 
 
 (All) 5. All laud, eternal Son, to thee 
Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Ghost for evermore. Amen. 
 
RECESSION  Veni, Emmanuel 
   Calvin Hampton (1938-1984) 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

The Feast of the Nativity 
 

 

 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2021 

Solemn Procession and 

Midnight Mass  11 pm 



 

 

 

 

Christmas Day 
December 25, 2021 

Low Mass     8:30 am 

 Sung Mass with Carols  10:30 am 
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